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A monkey off Theo's back
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May 22, 2006

The most expensive garilla suit in the world hangs in the window of &ce Ticket in
Brookline, Mass,

When Jim Holzman plunked down 311,000 far it &t & January charnty event in Bosten, he
wias buying publicity for his broker businesa, sure, but more than that, be thought it was a
down payment on good kerma, if such things are for zala.

SPORTS

"Pater Gammons was on slage,” Holzrman said last weeak, "and he sad if anybody bids
35,000, he gusraniees Thes will come back ta the Red Sox. | was in then”

Theo is Theo Epstein, the sacond maost famous parson from Brookline — the first was named John
Fitzgerald Kennedy — and he was the Boston Bed Sox's ganeral manager unbil Halloween last yesr,
when he walked away from the team’s offices in a King Kong costume.

For the next 80 days, Boston was paralyzed with fear that Theo was gone, and it illustrated the essance
of Epstair Mot that the Red Saex hired hirm at 28 years ald in 2002 10 shepherd their franchse and nat
that two years later he brought them their first champianship in 85 seasons and not that he might actually
leave his dream job, But what he cormmanded by being himsal,

By the time Epstein refurned, he had
maintained the unmifigated adoration of a city
while securing the power of one of sports’
ranowned franchises in what the business
wuorld might have deamed a reverse takeover.
And here he ig, less then six months later, atog
the ong chart of the first-place team in the
cutthroat American League East ahead of the
rival Mew ork Yankses, against whorm the
Red Sox begin a three-garmse senes &t Fanway
Fark tonight.

“After it passad $10,000, it was going to take something,” Holzman said. “Jon Papalban = up on stage,
and he sald, C'rmon, man, 1 give you the sweater all my back.” He taok the sweater aff, threw it acrass
the ream, hit me in the face. | knew | had fo go 319,000 °

Halzman laughed
"Theao's back,” he said, "and I'd ke 1o think we did cur little part”
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